Springfield High School Quest 12 Grading Rubric*
	
	A Outstanding 
	B Good 
	C Satisfactory 
	D/F Unsatisfactory 

	Personal Scope 
___ / 5
	The student’s work is driven by a fresh and innovative approach based on personal inquiry. 
	The student’s work is driven by their personal inquiry into a topic.
	The student’s work displays some evidence of personal inquiry.  
	The student’s work is not driven by personal inquiry.

	Academic Research
___ / 5
	The student displays in-depth topic comprehension through background research and discussions with experts.
	The student displays topic comprehension through background research and topic discussions.
	The student displays some topic comprehension with background research and topic discussions.
	The student displays holes in topic comprehension due to limited background research and / or few topic discussions.

	Original Research

___ / 5
	The student builds on background research with clear methodology to address a research need within the topic in a creative manner.
	The student seeks to further topic learning by contributing original thoughts with research.
	The student sought to contribute original research to topic, but did not deliver with significant depth.
	The student did not contribute original research to the topic.

	Organization 
___ / 5
	The student’s organization focuses on a thesis. The introduction, conclusion, transitions, and other organizational strategies are clear and strong; paragraphs and main points are fully developed. 
	The student’s organization is based on a thesis. The introduction, conclusion, transitions, and other organizational strategies refer to the thesis; paragraphs and main points are developed.
	The student’s organization uses a thesis. The introduction, conclusion, transitions, and other organizational strategies are evident, but not carefully planned; paragraphs and main points are inconsistently developed.
	The student’s work does not refer to a thesis.  The introduction, conclusion, transitions, and other organizational strategies are not clearly evident; paragraphs and main points are poorly developed.

	Support
___ / 5

	The thesis is substantiated through credible, relevant, and sufficient evidence.
	The thesis usually substantiated through credible, relevant, and sufficient evidence.
	The thesis is occasionally substantiated through credible, relevant, and sufficient evidence.
	The thesis lacks substantiation through credible, relevant, and sufficient evidence.

	Synthesis of Conclusions – Written
___ / 5
	Student seamlessly weaves academic research and original research together with his or her own conclusions to contribute to the topic.
	Student ties together academic research and original research and attempts to come to his or her own conclusions on the topic.
	Student seeks to tie academic research with original research.  Most of the conclusions are already present in the topic research.
	Student does not tie academic and original research together.  Few, if any, conclusions are original to the author.


	Synthesis of Conclusions – Verbal

___ / 5
	Student seamlessly weaves academic research and original research together with his or her own conclusions and shows clear comfort communicating these thoughts in the thesis defense.
	Student ties together academic research and original research and attempts to come to his or her own conclusions on the topic, but has minor problems communicating these thoughts in the thesis defense.
	Student seeks to tie academic research with original research, but does not communicate verbally as well as in the written paper.
	Student does not tie academic and original research together., and has problems communicating conclusions in the thesis defense.

	Style Displays Voice

___ / 5
	The student’s unique voice engages the audience in both written and verbal formats through a sophisticated control of prose. Research is effectively integrated in the student’s arguments in both verbal and written formats. The language is concise and precise. 
	The student attempts to develop a unique voice through prose. Research is consistently integrated into the student’s arguments in verbal and written formats. The language conveys the basic points of the argument.
	The student does not engage audience through lack of control over prose. The language confuses the audience at times. There are problems integrating research into the student’s argument. The language lacks focus and precision.
	The student does not engage audience through lack of control over prose. The language confuses the audience. There are serious problems integrating research into the student’s argument.  The language is not concise or precise.  

	Grammar & Form 
___ / 5
	The student’s work shows strong control over conventions of language and is free from errors. Sources are appropriately documented and cited. 
	The student’s work shows control over conventions of language and is generally free from errors. Sources are documented and cited.
	Problems are evident regarding the student’s control over conventions of language and there are numerous errors. Sources are documented and cited without precision.
	The student lacks control over conventions of language and the readability of the paper is negatively impacted by the number of errors. Sources are poorly documented and cited.

	Reflection on Process

___ / 5
	Student communicates three in-depth reflections from this research process that can be applied to benefit future work.
	Student communicates three reflections that may benefit future work.
	Student communicates up to three reflections that do not portray strong personal reflection.
	Student fails to reflect on the research process for the course and will have difficulty applying any learning in the future.


TOTAL: _____ / 50 points
*Adapted from the American University College Writing Grading Chart

